The Afghan Amulet

1. presentation of the exhibition:
September 2025 at the
European Patchwork Meeting
in Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines (FR)

Sakina

Sponsor of the competition: Guldusi, the embroidery programme

The German-Afghan Initiative (D.A.L e.V.) is a registered association that was founded in 2002
by a small group of German and Afghan citizens from Freiburg. As part of this association, Pas-
cale Goldenberg has been in charge of the embroidery programme in Laghmani (north of Kabul)
since 2004 and the embroidery programme in Shahrak near Herat (western Afghanistan) since
2011. The women embroider unique pieces by hand, which are sold by the association, by Pas-
cale Goldenberg and by numerous supporters in Europe. The proceeds are used to pay the emb-
roiderers for their work and thus make a direct contribution to improving the financial situation
of their families. A number of European competitions have already been held in connection with
these embroideries, in which Europeans have been inspired by the Afghan embroideries and have
incorporated them into their own artistic work.

The Concept
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The new exhibition project is once again about bringing together Afghan and European culture.
In contrast to the previous EU competition, this time the inspiring embroideries do not come
from Laghmani but from Shahrak near Herat, more precisely from the Neswan Women’s Center.
The embroideries of these women are very finely worked with silk yarns.

Why was this embroidery programme chosen? This embroidery programme has been somewhat
neglected for a while, partly because the Neswan Women’s Center had to remain closed for

a long time due to the new Taliban regime. The embroiderers from the Hazara ethnic group

are still suffering particularly badly under the new government, which regularly searches the
women’s centre.

In October 2023, a series of earthquakes struck the region. Up to 80 quakes were recorded in
one month. Even though there were no victims among the embroiderers themselves, the entire
region suffered enormously from this natural disaster.

We are still working unofficially in the Guldusi embroidery programme in Laghmani. Although
we are tolerated, we are still waiting for official approval. If we do not receive this or if a ban
is imposed, we will no longer be able to continue working with the 200 embroiderers from
Laghmani. That would mean the end of this programme. An unauthorized continuation of the
cooperation would be associated with a very high risk for everyone involved — embroiderers,
local staff and project supervisors from Europe who travel to Afghanistan.
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Collaboration with the women’s group from Shahrak, with about 50 embroiderers, is generally
somewhat easier because the group is smaller and the extremely lightweight silk embroideries can
be transported to Europe relatively easily.

The competition is also intended as a tribute to Sheila Paine, who died in 2022. The embroidery
expert from England wrote the book ,, The Afghan Amulet® in 1994 (among others). It tells the
story of her two-year journey from Pakistan via Afghanistan to Bulgaria in search of the origins
of a spectacularly embroidered Kohistani dress. The book is about both the exciting journey itself
and the fascinating embroidery tradition of this region.

Theme of the competition: The Amulet

Masoma Habiba

Amulets were and are used everywhere as objects of protection and are also in use in
Afghanistan. Every child there wears an amulet: a sure from the Koran is wrapped in a piece of
cloth and attached directly to an item of clothing with a safety pin or worn close to the body on
a cord around the neck. A striking feature of Afghan amulets is their triangular shape. It is not
a must, but is based on a long tradition. Even on ancient objects, triangular depictions can be
found time and again.

Up until now, the women from the Neswan Women’s Center have embroidered rectangles in
various sizes using a very fine petit point embroidery technique with silk yarns from MADEIRA
Garne in Freiburg. These are Khamakdusi (approx. 104 cm2) and Keshide (approx. 24 cm?2).
Khamakdusi is embroidered white in white, with some blue or yellow wefts as part of the
embroidery program. Keshide embroidery, on the other hand, is very colourful. The silk
embroideries mainly show classic traditional line patterns. The extremely fine embroideries are
primarily used in Europe for the production of textile jewellery.

In 2023, I asked the embroiderers from Neswan to turn their attention to the triangular shape.
At first, they said they couldn’t do it because the 30° angle of their traditional working method
was not compatible with the triangular shape requested. There were several sketches from my
side and attempts from their side until they were able to adopt this new shape. The first delivery
still showed irregularities. However, they will also be offered for use in the competition, and I
thank you for your understanding regarding these first trials.

Spurred on many embroideries with figurative motifs were gradually stitched. This represents a
completely new direction for these embroiderers, who had previously remained very faithful to
tradition. One of the basic principles of the project is to exert as little influence as possible and to
give the embroiderers the greatest possible freedom in their development. Therefore, they invent
their motifs themselves, completely without a template. This is a very interesting approach that
we would like to continue with the embroiderers.
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Seddeqa Marzia

Khadija

Requirements: The Competition The Afghan Amulet

The main condition for participating in the exhibition project ,, The Afghan Amulet® is to
incorporate at least one triangular embroidery from Shahrak into your own textile work. The
orientation of the triangle in your own textile work can be freely chosen (point up or down, right
or left, turned or diagonal).

Each participant may submit up to 2 works, only one of which may be selected for the exhibit.
(Please fill out two separate registration forms in this case).

Group projects are very welcome and should include the names of all contributors. Include at
least as many Shahrak triangle embroideries as there are participants in the textile work.

You can find the required basic material in the online store as well as at trade fairs where the
embroideries are on offer for sale.

The selected embroidery (there may be more than one) is incorporated into the individual textile
work and serves as a source of inspiration for further design and completion. The aim is to dare
and realize a fusion of cultures.

Her textile work on the theme of ,, The Afghan Amulet® is intended to tie in with the protective
function of the amulet. In its entire range, the theme contains an infinite number of possibilities.
An amulet is intended to protect oneself, one’s family, especially children and men who go to
war. An amulet can protect against evil spirits and forces. Lands, rivers and seas can be protected
with an amulet so that they will always give us food. And isn’t the little dangling mascot on

the rear-view mirror in the car also a contemporary amulet to protect us while driving? So why
shouldn’t an amulet also be designed to protect our planet from political and social aberrations
or environmental disasters? There is no country in the whole world where old or new traditions
in the use of an amulet cannot be found. Think in every possible direction!

® The exhibition project is open to all interested parties in Europe, Great Britain and
Switzerland.

e All textile techniques are permitted, glass framing is not accepted.

® The dimensions are specified: A3 format (42 x 30 cm) in portrait or landscape format. It may
seem small, but the embroidery itself is small and delicate and must not get lost on a surface
that is too large.

e A fabric label must be attached to the back of the work (below), with the title of the work,
surname, first name and postal address of the artist. A hanging option must be provided by
you.

® The work may not have been previously shown in a regional exhibit. Pictures thereof may not
have been published online, or in any print publication (catalog, book, periodical etc.).
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Habiba Zainab

The Jury

There will be three jurors: Jette Clover (Belgium), artist and active SAQA member, Kristine Sche-
rer, director of the Textile Collection Max Berk from Heidelberg-Ziegelhausen (Germany), and
Pascale Goldenberg, the initiator and director of Guldusi (Germany). This time I wanted to be
involved, so my friend Gisela Pugni-Spatz will be taking the registrations instead of me. Thank
you very much for that! Gisela will replace her name with a number so that the judging will be
anonymous.

e The selection criteria are: Relation to the theme, composition, technical realization and origi-
nality (wealth of ideas).

e Up to 50 works will be accepted.

® No reasons will be given for the jury’s decision. The decision of the jury is final and may not
be challenged. The jury reserves the right to reject works sent in that diverge from the portra-
yal in the application. The exhibit as a whole will also be considered. If there is a collection of
similar works, only a selection will be accepted even if all are noteworthy.

Copyrights

All rights to the works remain with the artist(s). With the sending of the photos you give per-
mission for their publication in press releases, for advertising and online for the support of the
embroidery programme Guldusi.

Sale

The works on exhibit may be offered for sale. The artist
determines the sale price, which does not include any
commission for the organiser. The organiser acts as a
go-between and will forward sale requests per email
to the artist. Should a sale take place at the end

of the travelling exhibit series (an earlier sale

is not possible), the work will be sent (with
permission of the artist) to the buyer.
The DAI e.V. is grateful for any do-
nation to the organisation from the
sale proceeds.

-------
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Dates and Formalities

1. From end-September 2024, the tender documents can be downloaded from the Guldusi
website and ordered in the designated embroidery store gallery.

2. Until June 15, 2025, digital registration can be made by e-mail to:
the-afghan-amulet@guldusi.com
Registrations via other means cannot be accepted.
Required: 1 digital photo of the overall view + 2 digital photos of details, so a total of 3 ima-
ges. These photos should have a black or white background and of good quality! Please ensure
good lighting so that the colors are as close to the original as possible. We only accept high-
resolution photos, at least 300 dpi, in jpg format. The jury will decide based on the photos
submitted; the quality of the photos is therefore extremely important. No paper prints are
required.

3. The results will be communicated at the beginning of July 2025.

4. By August 31, 2025, the works selected by the jury must be sent by post to an address in
Germany to be specified.

5. The first presentation of the exhibition will be shown at the European Patchwork Meeting in
Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines, France, in mid-September 2025.

6. It is planned to show the exhibition at other locations as well.

Financing the Exhibition Project

Your costs include the purchase of the embroideries and the shipping costs your textile work
there and back. The organizers will cover the costs incurred at the exhibition venues as well as
transport to the exhibition venues.

Risks and Insurance

Please note: The works will only be insured for the first presentation in Sainte-Marie-aux-
Mines in September 2025. They will not be insured during transportation between subsequent
exhibition venues, during the exhibitions or during the period in which the works are
temporarily stored. The works will always be handled with the utmost care in order to minimize
risks as far as possible (in storage, during transport, unpacking, hanging and packing). All
exhibitions are always supervised.

When you work in Afghanistan and with Afghanistan, you are basically taking great risks; the
issue of insurance in Europe is almost irrelevant in comparison. Accepting risks is therefore part
of the overall concept of this exhibition. Pascale Goldenberg

With the digital registration (and later with a signature on paper, which should accompany the

work), you agree to the overall regulation. All communication will be digital.

Good inspiration!
Freiburg, September 2024,
Pascale Goldenberg

Rokhshana

. ; Competition Guidelines ,, The Afghan Amulet Embroidery programme:
* Deutsch-Afghanische Initiative e.V. (DAI) - Freiburg im Breisgau

Deutsch-Afghanische Initiative  Contact: Pascale Goldenberg - Hofackerstrafle 7 - 79110 Freiburg Cddd b

@ ulall § Lo Uled] ozl the-afghan-amulet@guldusi.com - www.guldusi.com




